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Pigs
Today the overwhelming majority of the hogs 

in North America are raised in industrial operations, 
on a scale that is almost incomprehensible. Envi-
ronmental and social stresses associated with this 
production model have many consumers seeking 
local food produced by family farmers, which offers 
hope for both the farmers and the breeds of hogs 
that have traditionally provided our bacon, ham 
and lard.

FORM AND FUNCTION 
Pigs traditionally came in two essential types, the 

lard type and the bacon type. Lard pigs produced high 
concentrations of fat that was rendered for cooking 
and the production of lubricants, soap, lamp oil, cos-
metics, explosives and myriad other industrial prod-
ucts. These pigs were compact and thick, with short 
legs and deep bodies. Historically, breeds such as the 
Poland China and the Berkshire were lard types. Lard 
types were also known for having particularly � avor-
ful meat thanks to intramuscular fat. 

Bacon pigs were distinguished by long, lean, 
muscular frames, and they grew more slowly than 
their lard counterparts but yielded high-quality, 
� ne-grained meat. The Yorkshire and the Tamworth 
represent bacon-type breeds. 

By the end of World War II, synthetic lubricants 
and plant-based fats for cooking became widely 
available, and lard production, as well as the lard 
breeds, went into decline. The downward sliding 
market for lard caused demand for lard pigs to col-
lapse in the 1950s and 1960s, so breeders began 
selecting for leaner hogs. In the 1970s, breeders be-
gan concentrating on breeding hogs that not only 
produced leaner meat, but could do so in a con� ne-
ment system. Breeds that have been selected for 
leaner genetics, such as the Berkshire, are listed as 
“modern meat” in the functional-type descriptions 
that follow. Those that didn’t undergo intensive se-
lection for leaner bodies during this period are still 
listed as “lard” or “bacon” in the functional-type de-
scriptions.  

By Carol Ekarius

Hogs once had a place on every farm and were even in many backyards. They 

were referred to as “the mortgage lifter” because they could bring some cash 

to hardscrabble farmers from the byproducts of farming and living. Crops that 

wouldn’t sell, garden waste, dairy byproducts and kitchen scraps could all be 

recycled through the family’s pigs. 

Go hog wild for these breeds.

Grit’s Guide to 
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AMERICAN 
YORKSHIRE 

The original Yorkshire was developed in the shire 

(county) of York, England, where today the breed is 

known as the English Large White. During the late 18th 

century, Yorkshire farmers began crossing the white 

native hogs of York with Leicester hogs developed by 

Robert Bakewell.  

Though � rst imported to North America in 

1830, Yorkshire bloodlines from this and other early 

importations were apparently lost to crossbreeding. 

Most Yorkshires today come from imports beginning 

in 1893, when the American Yorkshire Club formed in 

Minneapolis. Numbers remained low until the 1940s, 

when farmers began looking for better meat-producing 

pigs. Today, it has the greatest number of registrations 

of any North American breed. 

Yorkshire sows produce large litters (10 or more 

pigs) with lots of milk. Finished pigs from Yorkshire 

and Yorkshire-crossed breeding have a lean carcass 

with a small amount of back fat. They are fairly hardy 

animals with good longevity. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Bacon. Crossbreeding potential 

(females). 

APPEARANCE: White. Long, straight back. Small, 

upright ears. Long, dished face. Small black spots on 

the skin don’t prohibit eligibility for registration, but 

they are undesirable. 

SIZE: Large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: England. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Mothering ability. Good carcass 

traits.

PHOTO: COURTESY SWINE GENETICS INTERNATIONAL, LTD
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BERKSHIRE
One of the oldest identi� able breeds, the Berk-

shire was documented in the English shire of Berks 

more than 350 years ago, when Oliver Cromwell’s 

army wintered in the area. 

Berkshires made their way to the United States 

in 1823, and in 1875 breeders formed the � rst 

American Berkshire Association, which was the � rst 

swine breeders’ group and registry in the world. 

Berkshires are hardy, with good mothering ca-

pabilities, and they perform well outdoors, especially 

when grazing on pasture. Their meat is more red and 

far more � avorful than commercial pork. 

Thanks to its excellent � avor, chefs and discrimi-

nating consumers are asking for Berkshire pork, and 

it is a major export to the Japanese market. 

Berkshire breeders have taken the course of 

marketing � avor as the most important characteristic 

for eating, which may bene� t other traditional swine 

breeds. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. 

Crossbreeding potential (males). 

APPEARANCE: Black with six white points on the 

tip of the tail, the snout, and four white-stockinged 

feet. Short snout. Short, erect ears. 

SIZE: Medium. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: England. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Very � avorful meat. Hardiness. 

Good production on pasture. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/ROBERT DOWLING
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CHESTER WHITE  
Named for Chester County in southeast Pennsylva-

nia, the Chester White was developed there during the 

early years of the 19th century. Large, coarse, bony, slow-

maturing white strains of unimproved swine were common 

in Pennsylvania around 1818, when Capt. James Jeffries 

imported an English Bedfordshire boar. When mated to 

local swine, this boar produced superior offspring, and 

the Chester White breed was developed. 

The Chester White has traditionally been considered 

a dual-purpose breed that has less lard than the typical 

lard breeds and is not as long and lean as the typical 

bacon breeds. Chester sows are proli� c (typically more 

than 11 pigs per litter), with excellent mothering ability 

and abundant milk. Meat from the Chester is � avorful, 

and the breed has outperformed other major breeds 

for overall meat quality traits (such as yield; pH, which 

affects keeping quality; and intramuscular fat) in the Na-

tional Barrow Show Sire Progeny Test. The breed is hardy 

and will perform well in a pasture-based operation. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat.  

APPEARANCE: White, though some small black spots 

on the skin don’t prohibit eligibility for registration. 

Medium-size � oppy ears. Medium-length, slightly 

rounded back. 

SIZE: Medium. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Good-quality meat. Good pro-

duction under a variety of management systems. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/W-D SWINE FARM
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CHOCTAW  
A criollo breed, the Choctaw descended from the 

pigs Spanish explorers brought to the New World. It was 

common in Mississippi and Alabama, where it was kept 

by the Native American tribe for which it was named. 

The breed has an unusual single toe, known to scientists 

as a syndactylism. Syndactylism in hogs is a mutant trait 

that can show up occasionally in any breed, but it is 

common in the Choctaw hog and in the Mulefoot hog. 

The Choctaw breed is critically rare according to the 

American Livestock Breeds Conservancy. It is raised in 

a few counties in Oklahoma, where the traditional ap-

proach to rearing, allowing the hogs to reproduce under 

range conditions and forage for their own food, is still 

practiced. Because of this, the animals are extremely 

hardy. 

When raised in a more controlled environment, they 

tame down quite nicely. Although their carcass isn’t 

marketable in the commodity system, it does produce 

� avorful meat for homestead production.

 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Lard. 

APPEARANCE: Black, though they may have white 

markings. Medium-size ears are usually upright but may 

droop a bit. May have � eshy wattles on the side of their 

neck. Toes are fused, forming a single, mulelike hoof. 

Relatively long legs. 

SIZE: Small. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR Historical importance from earli-

est American pigs of Spanish descent. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/AMERICAN LIVESTOCK BREEDS CONSERVANCY/JIM COMBS
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
OLD SPOT 

Spotted pigs have been shown in English art for 

more than three centuries, but when breeders started a 

registry in the shire of Gloucester in 1912, the Glouces-

tershire Old Spot became the � rst spotted pig to have 

records maintained.

By the 1950s, it was almost extinct, but one British 

farmer, George Styles, made a commitment to save the 

breed. The breed’s numbers now are up in Britain, where 

organic consumers have become big fans of Gloucester-

shire Old Spot pork. 

A few Old Spots were imported to the United States 

in the 19th century but never became common on this 

side of the Atlantic, and nearly died out by the 1990s. In 

1995, the Kelmscott Farm Foundation of Maine imported 

20 Old Spots. Today there are a couple dozen breeders 

helping to increase the breed’s chances for survival. 

Old Spots are remarkably hardy animals with great 

foraging ability. The sows are excellent mothers. When 

crossed with white pigs, the spots disappear, so boars can 

be used in crossbreeding to add hardiness and foraging 

capability. The meat is renowned for excellent � avor. The 

breed is friendly and docile. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Lard. 

APPEARANCE: White with distinctive black spots. 

Floppy ears. Long, slightly curved back. 

SIZE: Medium to large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: England. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Exceptional hardiness for 

pasture production. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/ROBERT DOWLING
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DUROC 
During the early decades of the 19th century, red 

hogs were fairly common in the mid-Atlantic states. In 

1823, Harry Kelsey, a New York state farmer, owned 

pigs and a famous trotting stallion named Duroc. When 

Isaac Frink, a farmer from Saratoga County, came to see 

the famous horse, he also saw an impressive litter of 10 

baby pigs. Frink left with some pigs from the red litter. 

He named one, a superior boar whose offspring  showed 

his smoothness, carcass quality, cherry-red color, quick 

growth, early maturity, deep body, and quiet disposition, 

after the celebrated horse. 

Durocs are known for their high feed ef� ciency and 

fast growth, with the best conversion of feed to meat of 

any breed raised today. Duroc boars are common termi-

nal sires in commercial operations; sows are proli� c and 

long-lived. They also boast � avorful meat, a strong frame 

and hardiness. Commercial packers discount purebred 

Durocs for their deep-rooted, colored hair. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. Crossbreeding 

potential (males). 

APPEARANCE: Red-skinned pigs with red (or 

sometimes black) hair. Overall color ranges from a light 

golden red to a deep cherry-red. Relatively short yet 

� oppy ears. Long, slightly rounded back. Athletic build. 

SIZE: Large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Excellent conversion of feed. 

Good-tasting meat. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/SCOTT ISLER, ISLER GENETICS, WWW.ISLERGENETICS.COM
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HAMPSHIRE 
Hampshire hogs were actually developed in Kentucky 

from Old English pigs imported from southern Scotland 

and northern England via the southern English port of 

Hampshire in the early 19th century. The foundation 

animals went from Britain to New England, then to Pitts-

burgh, and � nally, in 1835, to Boone County, Kentucky. 

At � rst these hogs were called Thin Rind hogs due to their 

thin skin, but they also went by a variety of other names, 

including Belted hogs, Saddleback hogs, McKee hogs and 

McKay hogs, the latter being the names of some of the 

earliest importers. 

Hampshires are hardy and vigorous hogs that will 

forage well if given the chance, but they also perform 

admirably in con� nement production. The boars are 

used as terminal sires, and thanks to their overall 

performance, they are the second-most commonly reg-

istered pig in North America, just behind the Yorkshire. 

Hampshires produce lean meat with low back fat and 

large loin eyes, and they have a good meat-to-bone 

ratio and high cutability. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. 

Crossbreeding potential (males). 

APPEARANCE: Easily distinguished by their coloring: 

black with a white band around the front quarters. 

Upright ears. Straight to slightly curved back. 

SIZE: Large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Good production in con� nement 

or on pasture. Good carcass quality. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/SCOTT ISLER, ISLER GENETICS, WWW.ISLERGENETICS.COM
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HEREFORD 
Named after the Hereford cattle breed, to which it 

bears a resemblance in terms of color, the Hereford was 

developed in Iowa and Nebraska beginning in 1920. 

Swine breeders used Duroc, Poland China and possibly 

some Chester White blood in developing the Hereford, 

selecting for both color and performance traits, includ-

ing early maturity and high feed ef� ciency on pasture or 

in con� nement. 

The breed became popular in the Midwest and the 

Plains States, but by 1960 its numbers had tumbled to 

near extinction. 

The Hereford is a very adaptable breed, doing 

well from Georgia and Texas to Washington and Mon-

tana, as well as in the Plains and the Midwest. The 

breed does quite well for pasture-pork producers. 

The Hereford has a gentle disposition and is an 

excellent breed for 4-H or Future Farmers of America 

projects. The breed is known for its high feed ef� ciency. 

The sows are dutiful mothers, raising 10 or more baby 

pigs per litter. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. 

APPEARANCE: A red hog with white points (snout, 

feet, ears). Slight dish to the face. Pouchy jowls. Long 

neck. Floppy ears that aren’t too long. 

SIZE: Medium. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Watch. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Coloring. Good disposition. 

Suitability for pasture or homestead production of 

tasty meat. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/AMERICAN LIVESTOCK BREEDS CONSERVANCY/MARK HESS
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GUINEA HOG 
The Guinea Hog came to North America aboard 

slave ships that sailed from the African west coast. 

It was once widely distributed throughout the south-

ern states, where it was kept as a homestead hog 

and allowed to forage in yards and adjacent woods. 

Selection, and possibly crossbreeding with the Essex, 

an English breed that was imported in the 1820s, 

changed the breed enough that it was no longer recog-

nized in the African nation of Guinea. 

As foragers, Guinea Hogs truly excel. They eat not 

only roots, grass, nuts and fallen fruit, but they are 

also aggressive varmint controllers, relishing snakes, 

rats and other small critters that can be dangerous or 

a nuisance in the South. They are easy to keep and 

quite friendly, making them excellent pet pigs. Their 

meat is flavorful, and they were successfully nominat-

ed to Slow Food USA’s Ark of Taste by the American 

Livestock Breeds Conservancy. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Lard. Pet. 

APPEARANCE: Predominantly black, though occa-

sionally a red hog (the color of the African hogs from 

which they were developed) is born. Large, upright 

ears. May be big-boned or medium-boned, have a 

short or a long snout, and have short legs or long legs 

(depending on strain). Hair is long, dense, and some-

what curly in some strains. 

SIZE: Small. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Suitability for the South as a 

homestead hog.

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/SULLBAR FARM, NEW BOSTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
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MULEFOOT 
Named for its single hoof, the Mulefoot was developed 

in the 19th century along the Mississippi River in Missouri 

and Illinois, and from there it had spread throughout the 

Corn Belt by the early years of the 20th century. During the 

summer months, farmers near the Mississippi and Missouri 

rivers would put Mulefoot hogs on islands in the great 

rivers, retrieving them and their offspring in the fall. The 

Mulefoot did not do well in con� nement production, and so 

as a result, it is critically endangered. 

Like the Choctaw, which shares the syndactyl-hoof 

trait, livestock historians speculate that the Mulefoot devel-

oped from Spanish hogs. Some people hypothesize that the 

single hoof on both of these breeds was a good adaptation 

for the swampy life of the Mississippi River valley and 

islands, and that people therefore selected for the trait. 

The Mulefoot is easy to raise, with a good disposition, 

though it grows slower than the modern production breeds. 

It produces well in outdoor systems off forage with less-

intensive husbandry. Its meat is � avorful (it is on Slow Food 

USA’s Ark of Taste) and its hams are excellent. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Lard. 

APPEARANCE: Solid black, though occasionally one is 

born with white points. Ears are upright but lean forward. 

May have wattles. 

SIZE: Medium. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: The single, solid hoof that gives 

them their name. Hardiness. Ruggedness for outdoor 

production. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/AMERICAN LIVESTOCK BREEDS CONSERVANCY/ARIE MCFARLEN
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OSSABAW ISLAND 
Ossabaw Island is a barrier island about 10 miles 

off the coast of Georgia. Spanish explorers in the 

1500s left pigs on the island, and the pigs became 

feral. These so-called Ossabaw Island hogs are quite 

small (less than 200 pounds at maturity). They toler-

ate a high level of salt in their diet and carry a “thrifty 

gene,” which enables them to add fat when food is 

abundant and live off their fat in lean times. 

Ossabaws are friendly and intelligent, and, obviously, 

they are well adapted to the Southeast. They are excellent 

foragers and grow somewhat slowly, but they produce 

� avorful meat of good quality for the handful of farmers 

who are raising them on the mainland in Georgia and the 

Carolinas. They have been listed on Slow Food USA’s Ark 

of Taste. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Feral. 

APPEARANCE: Black or black and white spotted. 

Hair is denser than that of most pigs. Small, upright 

ears. Relatively long snout. Heavy shoulders. Light rear 

quarters. 

SIZE: Small. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Being an important genetic 

resource. Being feral pigs that are excellent foragers. 

Fleetness of foot. Tasty meat. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/LINDA DAVIS, DAVIS’ FARMLAND, WWW.DAVISFARMLAND.COM
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LARGE BLACK 
The Large Black is sometimes called the Devon 

or the Cornwall Black for the areas of southwestern 

England from which it came. Its in� uence peaked in 

the 1920s, when it was exported around the world, 

but as pork production went indoors, the Large 

Black’s popularity fell. 

The Large Black was � rst imported to North 

America in the 1920s, and a subsequent importa-

tion in 1985 provided additional bloodlines for the 

breed. 

The Large Black is an outdoor hog with excellent 

foraging ability and good mothering ability in a low-

intensity production system. 

Sows have high fertility, and one sow is listed 

in the Guinness Book of World Records for having 

produced 26 litters in 12 years. 

The Large Black is docile, and the breed 

produces � avorful, juicy meat, without an excess of 

back fat, which has caused the breed’s meat to � nd 

a following among some high-end chefs. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Bacon. 

APPEARANCE: Grayish skin (light- to steel-colored) 

with black hair. Large, � oppy ears. 

Long snout. 

SIZE: Large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: England. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Excellent foraging and maternal 

qualities for outdoor production. Very � avorful meat. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/ROBERT DOWLING
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POLAND CHINA 
Hailing from neither Poland nor China, the Poland 

China comes from the Miami Valley of Ohio. The breed’s 

development took place during the � rst half of the 19th 

century. The Miami Valley was the center of the early Corn 

Belt, and Cincinnati was the most important pork-packing 

city at that time. Due to proximity to Cincinnati packers, 

farmers in Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky were among the 

most progressive hog producers of the time. 

The Poland China was developed from several 

breeds, including native hogs, Russian pigs, Chinese pigs, 

Irish Grazers and Berkshires. The origin of the name is 

somewhat of a mystery, but the name was established by 

the 1860s. 

The modern Poland China is known for quick growth 

and excellent carcass quality, with intramuscular marbling 

but little back fat. It has a strong frame, so its legs and 

feet are good, giving it longevity and ruggedness. Sows are 

gentle and quiet, and they produce lots of milk. In spite of 

this, the breed has suffered in recent decades because it 

doesn’t tolerate tight con� nement well, but it will produce 

admirably on pasture. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. Terminal sire. 

APPEARANCE: Black with six white points (feet, tail, 

snout). Long, lean, and rugged looking. Erect to slightly 

drooping ears. Short snout. 

SIZE: Medium to large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Top production per sow. Good 

carcass quality, particularly in outdoor production. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/STEVEN R. MAPES, COURTESY CERTIFIED PEDIGREED SWINE

PIGS HAVE BEEN 
AROUND 

FOR EONS

Pigs belong to the Suidae family, which evolved from prehis-
toric species that date back more than 40 million years, to the 
Eocene epoch. At that time, the � rst group of pig-like animals were 
clustered in the Entelodontidae family, which included the “terrible 
pig” (Dinohyus hollandi), a bison-sized, pig-like animal that roamed 
over much of North America, and which, like today’s pigs, was 
omnivorous; though they are thought to be more a scavenger than 
predator. By the end of the Eocene (about 33 million years ago), the 
forebears of the domestic pig (Sus domesticus), the wild boar (Sus 
scrofa), were also roaming the planet. 

The wild boars were quite adaptable, living in a wide range of 
climatic conditions, and also amenable to domestication. There 
were at least seven independent locations where pigs were domes-
ticated, and scientists studying porcine domestication believe there 
are additional sites. Established domestication sites include the 
Middle East, Asia and Europe. Current archaeological evidence sug-
gests that Turkey was the � rst place where pigs were domesticated, 
about 9,000 years ago, though further research may uncover older 
domestication sites in Europe, Africa or Asia. Pigs were abundant 
in temperate-to-hot regions within their range, including a number 
of Old World island chains. And they are among the most abundant 
domestic farm animals in the world today.

The crazy � oppy ears can interfere with the Gloucestershire Old Spot’s vision, 
but its hearing is very acute.  PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/LINDA DAVIS, DAVIS’ FARMLAND, WWW.DAVISFARMLAND.COM

BRAD ANDERSON
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RED WATTLE 
The Red Wattle is named for its wattles (little 

fatty, hair-covered skin � aps emerging from the sides 

of its neck). This pig is a traditional “woods hog” that 

ran in semiferal packs in the eastern woods of Texas 

and northwest Louisiana. Its exact origin is unclear. By 

the 1960s, timber companies in Louisiana and Texas 

were paying a bounty on the pigs, and the breed’s 

numbers plummeted, though a few breeders in the 

region worked to save the breed from extinction. Today, 

pork connoisseurs say the Red Wattle produces some 

of the best-tasting pork available. 

In 2001, the American Livestock Breeds Conser-

vancy sponsored a meeting of breeders, developed a 

registry system, and helped to organize the Red Wattle 

Hog Association. 

The number of Red Wattle pigs and the market for 

Red Wattle pork is on a slow but steady rise. The pigs 

are very hardy outdoors, being adaptable to a wide range 

of climatic areas. Sows commonly wean 8 to 10 baby 

pigs that convert feed ef� ciently. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Bacon. 

APPEARANCE: Always has wattles. Usually red, but 

may have black spots or black hair. Short back is 

humped toward the rear. Ears are upright to slightly 

droopy. Snout is long. 

SIZE: Medium to large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Critical. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Exceptionally tasty pork. Hardi-

ness for pasture production. 

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/ARIE MCFARLEN, MAVERIC HERITAGE RANCH CO., WWW.MAVERIC9.COM
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SPOTTED 
Also known as Spots, the Spotted swine was 

developed in Indiana from the breeding of local 

stock with Poland China hogs and a few Gloucester-

shire Old Spot hogs. 

During the 1880s, some Indiana farmers se-

lected strongly for the spotted pattern, because they 

felt the animals were hardier and thriftier producers 

than other strains of Poland China. 

The Spots are strong and hardy animals. They 

have a high rate of gain and a high feed ef� ciency, 

producing lean meat and an excellent carcass. 

They were a farmer’s pig, and, like the Poland 

China, they have not made an easy switch to industrial 

con� nement, but they will perform well in outdoor 

production. 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Modern meat. 

Crossbreeding potential (males).

APPEARANCE: Black and white spots over their bod-

ies with an ideal ratio of 50 percent black/50 percent 

white. Long back. Muscular build with a strong frame. 

Forward-leaning ears (not upright, but not really � oppy, 

either). Dished face with a medium-to-short snout. 

SIZE: Medium to large. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Not applicable. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: United States. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Black and white spotted color-

ing. Good production of meat outdoors.

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/STEVEN R. MAPES, COURTESY CERTIFIED PEDIGREED SWINE
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TAMWORTH 
The Tamworth is considered an ancient British 

hog, and some people speculate that it was developed 

directly from wild boar, though that supposition has 

yet to be proven scienti� cally. It was widely recognized 

among central England’s native hogs by the Middle 

Ages. Tamworths were � rst imported to the United 

States in 1882, and, even though bacon-type animals 

never enjoyed prominence in North America’s agricul-

tural landscape, by the 1930s, the Tamworth was more 

common than the Yorkshire. It never did well in con-

� nement, so in the 1960s its numbers began falling. 

Tamworths are quite social and intelligent. Known 

escape artists, these hardy pigs are excellent foragers, 

and they have better than average disease resistance. 

Sows are excellent mothers (eight to 10 baby pigs 

are common), though baby pigs grow a bit more slowly 

than those of many of the modern breeds. Tamworth 

pork is lean, yet moist and well � avored. They perform 

well on pasture (though make sure the fences are 

good!), but they don’t take to con� nement. 

 

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Bacon. 

APPEARANCE: Ginger red to dark red. Arched back. 

Upright ears. Long snout. Long legs. 

SIZE: Medium. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: Threatened. 

PLACE OF ORIGIN: England. 

BEST KNOWN FOR: Historical importance as an 

ancient breed. Good production traits for pasture 

operators.    

PHOTO: COURTESY STOREY/ROBERT DOWLING   

Sows are excellent mothers (eight to 10 baby pigs 
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Protect Your Flock From

BY OSCAR H. WILL III

10 tips to prevent your 

flock from becoming a 

buffet for local wildlife and 

neighborhood dogs.



You’ve successfully raised those day-old chicks, and 
your young hens have just begun laying. Sheer joy de-
scribes your emotion as you watch the birds range the 
lawn, or their enclosed pen, grazing on the tastiest of 

clover leaves and feasting on grubs scratched up from the earth. 
And then one day it happens: You discover the bloody remains 
of your favorite pullet – feathers scattered all over the place.

No doubt about it, your backyard chickens depend on you 
for health, housing and safety. In return, they will supply 
you with eggs, entertainment, pest control, fertilizer, meat 
and more. But as prey animals, chickens are also the subject 
of great interest to everything from domestic dogs to snakes, 
rats, owls and hawks. You should expect to lose a bird to 
predation occasionally, but these tips will go far to help keep 
your flock safe.
1. Train your birds to return to the chicken house every evening 
– and be sure to close it up. If you raise your chicks in that coop, 
they will naturally return to lay eggs and roost at night after you let 
them range for the day. Make sure the house is varmint-proof and 
that you close it up at night once the birds have settled.
2. Raise the chicken coop off the ground by a foot or so to dis-
courage rats, skunks and snakes from taking up residence beneath 
it and stealing eggs, chicks or young hens. Be certain to keep the 
henhouse floor tight and patch any holes that snakes and rats can 
get through. 
3. Enclose the coop in a secure poultry run to discourage dogs, 
coyotes, bobcats and other four-legged carnivores from gaining 
access to your flock. You can choose poultry wire, welded-wire 
mesh, electric netting or other fencing materials with sufficiently 
small openings (or sufficiently high-voltage electrical pulses) to 
keep your birds in and predators out. Bobcats and coyotes are 
fantastic jumpers and can easily clear 4-foot-high fences, so build 
your enclosure appropriately tall, or add a cover net to keep the 
varmints from vaulting the fence.
4. Cover the chicken run with welded-wire fencing, chicken 
wire or game-bird netting, or install a random array of crisscross-
ing wires overhead to discourage hawks and owls from making a 
buffet out of your birds. If you shut your chickens in the coop at 
night, owl attacks will not be an issue. But hungry owls are cagey 
and may grab their meal right at dusk, or slightly beforehand, so 
if owls are a problem in your area, don’t wait until after dark to 
close up the coop.
5. Choose small-mesh fencing materials for enclosing coops 
and runs when raccoons and members of the mink or fisher fam-
ily are among the predators. Raccoons and other fairly dexterous 
animals are infamous for reaching through larger meshed fencing 
or chicken wire and killing the chickens they can snag. This is 

especially important when you keep your chickens in a fully en-
closed wire coop/run, such as various chicken tractor (moveable 
coops without a floor) designs. Although 2-by-3-inch welded-wire 
fencing is less expensive, you will lose fewer birds if you use 1-by-
2-inch mesh or smaller welded wire.
6. Bury galvanized hardware cloth or other welded-wire fencing 
around the perimeter of the chicken run if you have problems with 
predators digging beneath your surface fencing. 
7. Provide a night light (motion-sensor-activated) that will flood 
the chicken run with light after dark or install a set of Nite Guard 
Solar predator-deterrent lights. This will keep most nocturnal 
predators away from the coop.
8. Give your chicken-friendly dogs the run of the chicken 

yard – particularly at night. Be sure your dogs aren’t tempted to 
chase running, squawking chickens if you choose not to close up 
the coop at night or choose to leave the dogs in the chicken yard 
during the day.
9. Prepare yourself to take swift action when you discover 
predation. You can take measures to eliminate the predator 
or to eliminate its access to your birds. Failure to do so will 
result in subsequent losses, if the predators think the buffet 
line is open.
10. Create a predator-danger zone around the coop and chick-
en yard. Most terrestrial predators are uncomfortable crossing an 
area with minimal cover. Go ahead and plant bushes inside the 
chicken run – your birds will love the shade and nibbling on the 
leaves – but leave the perimeter as cover-free as you can. Raccoons 
are less likely to try to work their “hands” into a welded-wire enclo-
sure when they have to sit in the open to do it.   

BRAD ANDERSON
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By Paul Gardener

Next to big red barns, free-range chickens, and the gentle lowing of cows 

in the pasture, probably one of the most iconic elements of any farm is 

the farm dog. Equal parts companion, helping hand and guardian, they 

have earned their place among farm lore. Talk to anyone who has spent 

time on a farm, and you’ll most likely hear a story or two about the farm 

dogs – both good and bad – that they have encountered along the way. 

Reap the benefits of a               good farm dog by choosing 
the right breed for your needs and training her properly.
Reap the benefits of a               good farm dog by choosing 
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Dogs most commonly used around farms, both 
large and small, are often breeds that are able to work 
long days while performing some function, such as 
herding or guarding livestock. They are typically 
highly intelligent and high-energy breeds. While such 
traits make these dogs the hardworking, effective ani-
mals they are, those same traits can lead to big prob-
lems if proper training is not started early and if the 
dogs don’t have a job. Selecting the right breed, get-
ting an early start with training, and giving these dogs 
an appropriate job are the keys to success for owning 
and enjoying a great farm dog.

Selecting the right breed
The � rst step a person should take in selecting the 

right breed of dog is to take a look at what kind of 
person you are, what kind of farm you have, and ask 
yourself what you realistically expect from a dog. 
This might be as simple as deciding that you really 
just want a companion to walk your acreage with you, 
alert you to intruders, and lay on the porch watching 
sunsets with the family. On the other hand, if you have 
livestock that needs tending on an expansive pasture, 
you and your companion will be working long days. 
Both are valid jobs for a farm dog, but they create dif-
ferent requirements for the breed to select, and that is 
where good research will come into play. 

When looking into the many breeds available, 
it’s helpful to have a basic understanding of how the 
dogs have been classi� ed. The American Kennel Club 
(www.AKC.org/breeds/index.cfm) offers a summary 
of behaviors and traits for more than 150 dog breeds. 
This is not meant to be a history of dog classi� cations 
by any means, but it is a good place to start. While any 
breed, when given the proper direction, may � t in � ne 
on the farm – our Chihuahua thinks he is the “big dog” 
on the block around our small farm – there are certain 
breeds that seem to most commonly be found on and 
around rural properties.

The working group – a category containing some 
of the largest dog breeds, such as the Saint Bernard, 
Rottweiler and Mastiff – holds many of the breeds of-
ten selected as livestock guardian dogs. Breeds like 
the Anatolian Shepherd, Great Pyrenees and Kuvasz 
are heavy-coated to withstand long winters in the � eld 
with their charges. They were bred to be � ercely loy-
al, as well as strong and intelligent so they are able to 
detect and deter predators and intruders.

While bred initially to either work pulling small 
carts or to defend livestock against threats, these dogs 
also make wonderful companions. They are loyal and 
intelligent, and don’t require a lot of exercise. Walk-
ing around the property with you or wandering a pas-
ture to keep an eye on the � ock should easily keep 
them in good health, and it will also provide them 
with a purpose that will make them happy. Because 
of their instincts to prevent intruders, however, these 

dogs must be well-socialized to other dogs and people 
if their primary purpose is to be a companion. One 
important distinction to make: The guardian dog is 
not a herding dog, but rather a full-time member of 
the � ock.

The herding or pastoral group, as the name implies, 
consists of dogs selected for their prowess in herding 
and handling livestock. This group holds some of the 
most intelligent breeds of all, including the English and 
Australian Shepherds, Collie and Heeler. While these 
dogs can and do make amazing companions, the high 
intelligence and high energy they have developed in 
order to herd livestock for long periods of time can 
become a problem to novice owners if not properly 
channeled. Many of the biggest problems owners of 
these breeds report – barking, chewing and digging, for 
instance – are directly attributed to boredom. A herding 
dog with no job and no other way to release that energy 
and intelligence can become a problematic pooch. But 
that doesn’t mean you have to be or become a shepherd 
to keep these dogs. Taking them for a daily run or a 
rousing round of fetch will give them a good release 
and make them feel like they’re working for you. Af-

ABOVE: Golden Retrievers 
are always eager to spend 
time at the pond.  
ANIMALS ANIMALS/LYNN STONE

LEFT: A red Border Collie 
and his equine friend enjoy 
a beautiful country view.
FOTOLIA/KSUKSA

OPPOSITE: A herding dog 
waits for the command 
from his owner to round up 
the cattle.  FOTOLIA/BEERFAN



ter all, that’s what they want most – to please you and 
complete their high-energy job.

The last major group I’m going to outline in this 
article, I’m going to classify as companion breeds. 
This isn’t so much a technical category, because while 
many of these dogs are actually in the true “compan-
ion breed” group, many are also in other groups, such 
as terriers, hounds, or any of a variety of hunting dogs. 
I grouped these dogs together primarily because, 
while they can serve many useful functions around a 
farm, they are usually selected for other reasons and 
become wonderful companions in the process. 

Hounds and retrievers, for instance, may be chosen 
because the owner intends to hunt with them. These 
dogs can be trained to hunt, but they can also be so-
cialized as a member of the family, while at the same 
time serving to alert the owner to intruders. Terriers 
may serve primarily as companions around the farm 
while still having opportunities to serve the function 
that gave name to the breed by “going to ground” 
(in French, “terre” means earth) as ratters or rabbit, 
fox and even badger predators – a valuable service 
on any farm. One bene� t of many of these breeds is 
that while they can be lively and energetic, they of-
ten don’t have high exercise requirements and can be 
happy with the everyday happenings around the farm.

Preparing for a puppy
Before taking the plunge and bringing home a new 

puppy, there are a number of things to take into con-
sideration and to prepare for.

Where will your dog live? Will he be an indoor or 
outdoor dog? What kind of time will you have to dedi-
cate to training her? Are you comfortable providing 
that training yourself? Do you have adequate fencing 
and safety measures in place to keep your dog safe, as 
well as proper consideration of your neighbors? 

Having recently moved to a new homestead my-
self, I’ve had a great desire in the last year to bring a 
new farm dog into our family. However, as tempted as 
I’ve been, I’ve had to make myself wait because, due 
to the demands of building infrastructure on our new 
property, I know I haven’t had the time to dedicate to 
the training of a new dog. Also, before bringing home 
a puppy, proper shelter should be in place in order to 
make him feel comfortable and secure in his new sur-
roundings. Because my intent is to add a dog as not 
only a companion, but also as a working part of our 
farm, I want him to be primarily an outdoor dog. This 
means I need to provide adequate shelter and a spa-
cious doghouse to keep him comfortable through our 
harsh winters and extremely hot summers. Depend-
ing on the breed you choose, that may be as simple 
as purchasing an appropriately sized kennel for your 
home to serve as a “den” and safe haven for your pup-
py, or it may require building a warm and dry kennel 
or doghouse outdoors with protection from the sun 
and elements in order to keep your dog safe, comfort-
able and healthy throughout the seasons. 

In the last year, a neighbor’s dogs have run through 
our yard and killed multiple free-range hens at anoth-
er neighbor’s property. There are few faster ways to 
garner a poor reputation as an animal caretaker than 
to not control and restrict the access of your animals 
to your neighbors’ property and livestock. This is 
just one reason proper fencing and on-leash training 
should be an integral part of your puppy plan from the 
start, before allowing your farm dog to freely roam 
your property.

Training 
Whichever breed you choose to become a part 

of your family and your farm, a solid foundation of 
training, discipline and consistency is needed to allow 

LEFT: A farm dog perched 
in front of a red barn is a 

classic country scene if 
there ever was one.  LYNN STONE

RIGHT: A black Labrador 
Retriever enjoys the great 
outdoors and his job as a 

hunter.  FOTOLIA/ZACH CUNNINGHAM



the dog to live up to its fullest potential. I’ve found 
that one of the hardest parts of beginning training with 
a puppy is to be consistent. Because training should 
start immediately upon the pup’s arrival, the cute fac-
tor of all puppies will automatically work against you. 
Think of the size your puppy will become when you 
start to think his jumping and barking is cute; it will 
be much less so when he is full grown. If boundaries 
with dogs are not set early, just as with kids, it’s much 
harder to correct bad behavior later on. 

The three most important commands for dogs – 
and, in my opinion, the bare minimum that should 
be taught – are “sit,” “stay” and “come.” These are 
the � rst things that any pup should learn. Only when 
you feel con� dent that your dog will come or stay as 
the case demands, and that he’ll do it without reser-
vation, can you feel truly comfortable with your dog 
being off-leash and around the farm as you work or 
play – and that should be the goal for a farm dog. 

“Heel” is another command that should be intro-
duced to the puppy early on in the training process. It 
will not only make it easier for the owner and dog to 
work together as they move around the property and 
potentially hazardous equipment, it will also help to 
reinforce in the dog at an early age the position of the 
owner as the leader of this new “pack” into which the 
animal has been integrated.

It’s imperative that training start early with a farm 
dog – any dog really, but farm dogs have a lot to po-
tentially contend with, from large livestock to heavy 
equipment or even � rearms, and proper training is a 
must. However, training should be done slowly, in 15- 

to 20-minute sessions. Speak clearly and repeatedly, 
if necessary, until the young pup picks up on what it is 
he’s supposed to be doing. Just as older dogs can get 
bored with having no job to do, puppies can get bored, 
frustrated or overwhelmed with trying to learn what 
you want them to do. Since your dog ultimately wants 
to please you because you are the head of the pack, 
he will begin to dislike frustrating training sessions.

Once the basic obedience training requirements 
have been met, any number of specialized training op-
tions can be put into place with a much greater chance 
of success due to a solid foundation. If you don’t feel 
that you’re adequately quali� ed to complete this train-
ing yourself, there are usually a number of quali� ed 
professionals available locally who can either come 
to you or have you bring your dog to their facilities to 
train with their livestock. As with any decision with 
this sort of long-term impact, make sure to ask for 
references for these professionals.

Bringing a new puppy home to your farm should 
be a happy event. By researching the available breeds 
that will suit your needs best, making sure you have 
given appropriate consideration to the chosen breed’s 
personality and requirements, and by investing a con-
sistent amount of time in basic obedience training, 
you can help ensure that your new dog will live long 
in your family’s fond memories as one of the great 
farm dogs of all times.  

Blogger Paul Gardener lives in suburban Utah, where 
he plans to eventually bring a puppy into the family as 
a companion and co-worker.

LEFT: A Cairn Terrier 
looks right at home out in 
the sticks.  FOTOLIA/DOGS

RIGHT: A German Short-
haired Pointer takes a 
break from running through 
a country pasture.  LYNN STONE
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